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Spring practice beginning to take shape

Jason Ruiz
Sports Writer

The Griffons’ 2007 season was filled with many high-
lights. The pinnacle of the season came with the vic-
tory over the Wayne State Wildcats in the 42nd annual
Mineral Water Bowl in Excelsior Springs, Mo. This year’s
squad hopes to follow in the legacy of success.

Beginning March 24, the public will be able to get a first
hand look at the 2008 Griffons, as spring football practice
begins. The main purpose of spring practice is to shake
cob webs and work on fundamental techniques. Offensive
coordinator Tyler Fenwick agrees,

“Spring practice works on the fundamental things like
tackling, blocking, getting used to the schemes and get-
ting the player's minds back into the game,” Fenwick
said.

Aside from fundamentals, spring practice also allows
coaches to analyze the heart and determination of the
hard hitting players who desire to earn a starting spot
in the fall.

Although Western parted ways with 13 seniors in 2007,
expectations remain high in 2008. Such a task should be
easy work for a team whose roster boasts an abundance
of talent and leadership.

Leadership is an important factor for winning in any
sport. Head coach Jerry Partridge has no worries and is
confident in his team’s leadership abilities.

“We have some good leaders back. Roger Allen is a lead-
er who was a captain last year and Sylvester Gibson has
stepped up to a leadership role. For the receiving core,
Andrew Mead is a leadership type of kid, Thomas Hodges
is a leader and our quarterbacks are leaders, Barron
Bradshaw and Drew Newhart,” Partridge said.

A leader is someone who holds influence over others. It
is a demanding job and holds many responsibilities. For
two players on the team, Barron Bradshaw and Andrew
Mead, being a leader comes naturally.

“Anytime you become a leader, it's a huge responsibility.
You're an important guy the team looks up to, especially
in big play, big game situations. Being a leader means
a lot, but all I can do is lead by example,” Bradshaw
commented. Spring practice means high competitive-
ness among the players. To Mead, it’s the perfect time to
exhibit his leadership ability.

“Especially in the springtime, | just want to go out and
compete at the highest level and try to establish myself
as someone the younger kids can look up to. Basically, I'm
just trying to help our team get better,” Mead said.

This was the first of 15 practices at Spratt Stadium.
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Missouri Western quarterbacks Barron Bradshaw and Drew Newhart seen throwing to receivers, are the main quarterbacks the
Griffons plan on using this season. Newhart received more playing time last season and won MIAA Freshman of the year, while

Bradshaw played well when he got his opportunities.

Chiefs to hold one day practice at Spratt Stadium

Gregor Avey
Sports Editor

gavey@missouriwestern.edu

Missouri Western and the Kansas City
Chiefs have announced that Western will
host an off season practice for the Chiefs
on June 12 at Spratt Stadium.

The practice will be a passing practice
featuring some of the Kansas City Chief
players. The players will not be in full
pads, but rather helmets and shorts. The
Chiefs cheerleaders and KC Wolf will also
be in attendance for fans to enjoy. Missouri
Western Vice President Dan Nicoson has
been appointed chair of the committee for
this event and he believes this will help
Western’s prominence.

“I think it will give us a lot of visibility in
the entire state because of people’s interest

in the Chiefs,” Nicoson said.

After the practice is over Chiefs head
coach Herm Edwards will address the
crowd with a brief message, then some
of the players will be available for auto-
graphs. The workout is scheduled for
approximately ninety minutes. Missouri
Western senior Jeremy Prudden believes
this is huge for the university.

“I think it will bring a lot more attention
to the school, especially people who are
Chief fans who don’t really know what goes
on at Western,” Prudden said.

This visit is not related to the Chiefs
thinking about moving training camp to
Missouri Western campus. This is going
to become an annual event at different
locations around the Kansas City area.
Western was the first location that was
picked by the Chiefs for this off-season

workout. Nicoson believes the strong rela-
tionship that Missouri Western has built
with the Chiefs helped play a role in their
selection. The relationship with the Chiefs
is not only through them visiting the cam-
pus, but with the alumni hosting a tailgate
the last few years at Arrowhead Stadium.

“I think it is also nice to know that the
relationship that Western has built with
the Chiefs, is being responded to in a nice
way and it's something that we can take
pride in,” Nicoson said.

Not only are students excited about the
Chiefs visit, but many faculty members as
well. Head football coach Jerry Partridge is
hoping to get a few tips from Chief coaches,
though nothing has been confirmed yet.

“l hope to get close and maybe see some
coaching points from them,” Partridge
said.

This event is not only for the Western
family, but also for the St. Joseph com-
munity as well. St. Joseph is full of Chief
fans and this will be a fun way for them to
interact with their favorite team. Nicoson
believes this is a way for people to see their
favorite team.

“It's not just for Western, but for the
whole community,” Nicoson said. “It gives
people a chance who normally don't get to
see the Chiefs, a chance to see them.”

Not all of the details have been released
for the event. Western is not out to make
money, but it is unsure whether there will
be a cost. If there is a cost it will be a minor
charge.

This will be a great opportunity for the
campus to be shown off for the community,
as they can come cheer on the Chiefs and
see the beauty that is Spratt Stadium.

Softball splits doubleheader with Jennies

Gregor Avey
Sports Editor

gavey@missouriwestern.edu

The Missouri Western softball team split a home dou-
bleheader against the Central Missouri Jennies, winning
the first game 9-6 and falling in the second game 9-5.

Mandi Nocita played well in both games as she hit two
home runs in the doubleheader. She also drove in three
runs in the first game. Then she added a another r.b.i. in
the second game.

In the first game the Griffons got of to a fast start as
Kori Bowser blasted a home run which led to a big inning
for the Griffons. They never looked back in the first con-
test.

The Jennies tried to mount a comeback, but it wasn't
enough as the Griffons held on for the victory. The first
game wasn't all good for the Griffons, as they allowed four
home runs to the Jennies. Jonnelle Berger also received

her first save of the season in the contest.
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Allison Jones fires the ball towards the plate in a recent home
game for the Griffons. She has been a key member for the team
this season.

The second game also started with a bang for the
Griffons, as Nocita started the game with a lead off home
run. The Griffons jumped out to an early 3-0 lead. The

game stayed close until the top of the sixth, when the
Jennies scored six runs. The Griffons could not mount a
come back in the game.

The Griffons record now stands at 16-13 (2-2) in the
MIAA. The Griffons are currently sitting at fourth in the
conference, but the season has just began.

The Griffons offense has fared well thus far this year.
The leaders so far this season have been Shannon Piovar,
who leads the Griffons in batting average at .365. Katie
Bruce who leads the team in runs batted in with 22 and
also in home runs with five.

The Griffons have also done well in pitching so far this
season. The leader of the staff has been Allison Jones who
leads the team in earned run average at 2.32 and also in
wins with eight. Berger has the lone save for the Griffons
this season.

The Griffons will be back on the road as they will face
conference opponent Emporia State on April 2. Then they
will face Nebraska-Omaha on April 4. Before wrapping
up the road trip with conference opponent Pittsburg State
on April 6.

The Griffons were 1-2 in the UNO Softball Classic at
print time.

Student athletes showcase skills on and off the court

With all the negative press given to student athlete these days,
I decided to focus on a positive. Many athletes here at Missouri

Western juggle being an athlete and a student.

The women’s basketball team had two members named to the
MIAA Commissioner’'s Academic honor roll, while the men had one
named to the list. The other sports at this school also had members
of their teams named to the honor roll, it's just basketball was the

most recently named.

To be named to the honor roll the athletes must meet four criteria.
The first requirement is the student athlete must have a grade point
average of at least 3.00. The second requirement is the student ath-
lete must have attended the school for at least two terms. The third
requirement is the student athlete must be a sophomore, junior or
senior. The fourth and final requirement is that the student athlete must be an active
member of the team, meaning they cannot be a red shirt or gray shirt.

The two members that were named from the women’s team were Jill Johnson and
Chemia Woods. Johnson is a senior from Rockwell City, lowa, whose major is organi-
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4.6 assists per game.

zational communication. She has been a key member for the Griffons on the court as
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well as she averaged 17.7 points per game and 7.8 rebounds per game. Woods is a
senior from Menifee, Ark., whose major is speech communication. She was also a
key player on the court for the Griffons, as she averaged nine points per game and

The men’s player named to the list was Keion Kindred. Kindred is a senior from
Los Angles, Cal., whose major is recreation major. Though his senior year didn’t go
as planned, he was still a key player on and off the court for the Griffons.

Being a student athlete is tough. The athlete has to practice nearly year round,
and to still be able to do well with their studies is beyond impressive.

In this day and age of athletes getting arrested or only showing up newspapers
for negative events, it's nice when positive events like this happen. Usually only
athletes are glorified by their athletic achievements, it's a nice change of pace when
they are glorified for their academic achievements.

All student athletes know that the odds are stacked against them to go play profession-
ally in the sport that they are playing. That means they will need to obtain degrees that
will work for them in the game of life. One thing is for sure: Woods, Johnson and Kindred
understand that and are on their ways to obtaining degrees from Missouri Western.






